DECEMBER MEETING 


As December 11 is the anniversary of the admission of Indiana to state- 
hood on December 11, 1816, we thought it would be most suitable to have 
a program that concerned the background of this important event. We 
could think of no one who would be better informed on the subject than 
Dr. Charles Roll. Though he is not doing much talking before groups now, 
he has graciously said he would give us an informal talk on the subject. Our 
preoccupation with all of the lively events that have occurred since we 
achieved statehood, have perhaps directed our attention away from the fact 
that our statehood came first and is the foundation of all that followed. We 
are sure you will enjoy this and will be better informed on the subject from 


having heard the talk. 


DEDICATION OF THE MARKER FOR CAMP VIGO 


The marker for Camp Vigo was dedicated November 20 at 1:15 p.m. 
on the new highway 41 by-pass at a point about where Delaware would in- 
tersect if it continued through. It was attended by the color guard of the 
American Legion, the fourth grade of Collett School, the McLean Junior 
High School band who played several numbers, several members of the Vigo 
County Histerical Society and several adults from the schools, and news 
photographers. The State Highway police controlled the traffic. Mr. Ira 
Campbell gave the talk, and as he had prepared a manuscript, we have asked 
him to let us share it with you. It contains facts which were unfamiliar to 
us and we thought others who were not able to be present would like to 
have the information. It was an effective dedication, and helps us become 
more familiar with our own community as well as letting travelers passing 
through know about some of the interesting historical points in this vicinity, 


CAMP VIGO 


A Brief History on the occasion of placing a Marker 
to commemorate the Site of the Camp November 20, 1962 
By Ira W. CAMPBELL 

The Civil War began in April, 1861, and just a month later authoriza- 
tion was given to raise a regiment in Terre Haute. The Vigo County fair- 
grounds was chosen as the camp site, and for the purpose was renamed Camp 
Vigo. The first three of the Civil War regiments raised in Terre Haute 
were organized here. 


Camp Vigo was an area of fifty-one acres, lying between Third and 
Seventh Streets, and between Florida Avenue on the north and Collett on 
the south. We are standing now almost in the center of this area. At the 
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time of the Civil War it was enclosed by a high board fence, and along the 
sides were stalls used during the county fair to house and display stock 
of various kinds and farm equipment. Some of the stalls had overhead lofts, 
and in these the new recruits made their quarters. The soldiers lived and 
cooked their meals on the first floor, and slept upstairs in the hay. 


In order to have a regiment in the Civil War, it was necessary to 
organize ten companies of roughly 100 men each. Usually men from the 
same county or town went together to form the companies. Thus one com- 
pany would consist entirely of Vigo County men, another of men from 
Parke County, and another from Putnam County. They lived together, 
cooked their meals and ate together, and later fought together as a group. 


The men elected their own officers, and elections were the occasion 
for considerable political activity as the companies selected their own Cap- 
tains, Lieutenants, Sergeants and Corporals. When enough companies had 
been formed and officers chosen, the Regiment was ready to be mustered 
into the Army of the United States, and at this time a Colonel to command 
the regiment was either appointed or elected. The first regiment raised here 
at Camp Vigo became the Indiana 14th, with Colonel Nathan Kimball of 
Loogootee at its head. 


The 14th Indiana was mustered in on June 7th, 1862, and went into 
service in the east. It became one of the most famous regiments of the war; 
it helped defeat Stonewall Jackson at the Battle of Kernstown in the Valley; 
it got closest to the Confederate Linc in the bloody fight at Fredericksburg; 
and the 14th fought in most of the famous battles of the Eastern theatre 
of war, including Gettysburg. 


Immediately after the 14th vacated Camp Vigo, a second regiment began 
to organize. This one became the 31st Indiana, under the command of 
Colonel Charles Cruft of Terre Haute. The 31st fought under Grant at Fort 
Donelson and Shiloh, under Rosecrans at Chicamauga, and under Sherman 
in the Georgia campaigns. After the 31st, only one more regiment, the 43rd 
Indiana under Colonel George Steele, was organized at this site. Later Terre 
Haute regiments were formed at a new camp on East Poplar Street. 


Thus Camp Vigo had a short history of barely four months, but during 
that period thousands of men and boys from Terre Haute and surrounding 
towns and farms lived here, learned to drill and march, and finally, with 
their regimental bands playing, marched off to the South to fight and die 
for the preservation of the Union. 


It is in remembrance of these men that we are privileged to dedicate this 
marker here today. 
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pÀ was born in Coat Bridge, Scot- ij 
land, in 1846. 
S8When the War' of the Rebellion 
broke he was` living at Newburg, 


Ind. pend he enlisted: at the age of 
ane = He was a members of 


11, 1872, 


Hare still 


His record as -a “soldier. was; a 
gratifying one. ‘He | fought in: ithe 
battles at the siege of Atlanta, at 
Jonesboro, and ` the» second “battle 
of Snake Creek Gap, among a num- 
ber “of others." He * marched- with 
General Sherman _to the. sea, and H 
July 17,.1865, he. received; an hon- 
orable discharge in Louisville, Ky. 
-He was wed to Mary- Katherine 
Hinkle-at Edwardsport, Ind., on July f 
and to their’ union were 
born ‘seven children, of whom six F 
living.*“Mrs,” Hutchison Hi 
passed this life Oct, 29th,°1926,. and fe 


since that time Mr, Hutchison has feos 


made his home with his daughter, > 


ad. a t t 


He is the last liv 


